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''Du temps que la nature en sa verve puissante 
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Dans une ténébreuse et profonde unité, 
Vaste comme la nuit et comme la clarté, 
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Doux comme les hautbois, verts comme les prairies, 
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Abstract 

This study discusses Dori Manor's translation into Hebrew of Les 

Fleurs du Mal, a poetry anthology by Charles Baudelaire, a 19th century 

poet considered to be the first Modernist poet. Les Fleurs du Mal was first 

published in 1857, followed by two later versions. The anthology consists of 

100 to 151 poems, depending on the version, and is considered one of the 

most influential in the history of poetry. Poems from Les Fleurs du Mal 

were translated into Hebrew mainly since the 1960s. Dori Manor's 

translation was published in 1997 and includes 49 poems from the original 

anthology. This study is based on polysystem theory, which defines 

literature as a system of interrelations between different literary activities 

and the people and institutions involved in them. Translated literature is 

defined as a system within the literary polysystem. The study is mainly 

based on the notion of model - a literary form promoted by a certain literary 

movement or artist, and thereby obligating the artists taking part in the 

movement to adhere to it and implement it. Dori Manor is an active figure 

within the Hebrew literary system and is interested in promoting a specific 

poetic model. This study analyses Manor's translation of Les Fleurs du Mal 

as a means of promoting this model. 

 

After the introduction (Chapter 1), Chapter 2 presents Charles 

Baudelaire and the literary system during his time and describes his poetic 

model as manifested in Les Fleurs du Mal, in order to compare it with 
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Manor's model and examine whether it has influenced Manor's model. The 

history of Les Fleurs du Mal and its influence on Hebrew literature is also 

discussed in this chapter. Chapter 3 examines Dori Manor's biography, his 

work and views regarding Hebrew culture, poetry and translation, as well as 

his ideas regarding what should be the "right" model by which to write 

poetry. This chapter also discusses the reaction of writers and critics in the 

literary system to his work as a translator, a poet and an editor promoting 

the model he favors. Chapter 4 analyses five translations by Manor, and 

compares them with other translations of the same poems, in order to 

deduce the characteristics of his work. Chapter 5 analyses samples from 

Dori Manor's original poetry collections, Mi'ut and Baritone, in order to 

extract his own poetry model. Finally, Chapter 6 presents the conclusions 

of the analysis of Manor’s translations and original poetry, examines the 

influence of Baudelaire's model on Manor's poetry and the place of this 

translation in his entire oeuvre, and summarizes Manor’s struggle to 

promote his poetic model through the translation of Les Fleurs du Mal. 

 

The main conclusion of this study is that it is possible to indirectly 

introduce models into the literary polysystem by means of translation. While 

Manor's explicitly stated stands and original poetry encounter harsh 

criticism from influential figures in the literary system, his translations are 

widely accepted and praised. Utilizing them, Manor is able to indirectly 

influence the literary system.   


