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“The contributions of this volume present in-depth
studies of a so-far under-researched discursive activ-
ity (follow-ups) in political discourse. Its clear focus
and the systematic coverage of all relevant theoretical
and empirical aspects of the topic provide readers
with new insights and original research approaches.
Written in a clear and accessible style, the contribu-
tions of this volume will be of interest for students
and researchers from various fields like (applied)
linguistics, communication and media studies, as
well as political science.”

Helmut Gruber, University of Vienna

“In this edited volume, the forms and functions of
follow-ups are highlighted through sophisticated
and detailed linguistic analyses, based on a wide
range of both spoken and written genres of political
communication. Thereby, these contributions serve
to identify and establish a new, distinctive and excit-
ing area of political discourse research.”

Peter Bull, University of York, UK
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Rethinking Sinclair and Coulthard’s sequentiality-based notion of the follow-

up, this volume explores its forms and communicative functions in traditional
and contemporary modes of communication (parliamentary sessions, interviews,
debates, speeches, op-eds, discussion forums and Twitter) wherein political actors
address challenges to their political agenda and to their political face. In so do-
ing, the volume achieves two major advances. First, its contributions expand the
understanding of follow-ups beyond the traditional focus on structural sequen-
tiality, considering communicative function as a defining feature of a follow-up.
Second, it broadens the understanding of what constitutes political discourse,

as not being limited to a single discourse, but also being able to span multiple dis-
courses of different forms and speech events over time.
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