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He asked me whether I had hurt myself.

1 said I thought I had twisted my ankle.

He said he had always liked the word 'ankle’. He smiled. His smile was
embarrassed and embarrassing. I blushed. Nor did I refuse when he asked if
he could take me to the cafeteria on the ground floor. [...]. I felt distracted as |
followed this young stranger who was holding on to me. (1E) I was happy to
respond to his voice. [...].

(2E) "Now let's sit down" he said.

We sat down, neither of us looking at the other. Without asking what I wanted
he ordered two cups of coffee. [...].

(3E) "It's cold in this Jerusalem of yours."

(4E) "My Jerusalem? How do you know I'm from Jerusalem?"

He was sorry, he said, if he was wrong for once, but he did not think he was
wrong. He had learnt by now to spot a Jerusalemite at first sight. |...].

1 told him that his guess was right. I was indeed a Jerusalemite.

"Guess? Oh, no".

He pretended to look offended, the corners of his mouth smiling: No, it was

not a guess. He could see that I was a Jerusalemite.
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[a] "Michael remarked shyly that I had seemed more feminine that morning in
the blue woollen dress. To him, at least.

"You seemed different this morning, too," I said. [...].

Perhaps he had suddenly regretted his remark about my clothes, as if correcting
a mistake, Michael said he thought I was (1E) a pretty girl. As he said it he
stared fixedly at the pipe. I am not particularly strong, but I am stronger that
this young man.

"Tell me about yourself", I said.

Michael said: "I didn’t fight in the Palmach. I was in the signal corps. I was a
wireless operator in the Carmeli Brigade."

Then he started talking about his father. |...].

Michael told me that his father spent most of his salary on his education.
Michael was an only child, and his father cherished high hopes for him. He
refused to recognize that his son was an (2E) ordinary young man. [...].

His father's greatest wish was for Michael to become a professor in Jerusalem,
because his paternal grandfather has taught natural sciences in the Hebrew
teachers' seminary in Grodno. He had been very well thought of. It would be
nice, Michael's father thought, if the chain could pass on from one generation to
another.

"A family isn’t a relay-race, with a profession as the torch, I said.

"But I can't tell my father that." Michael said. "He's a sentimental man, and he
uses Hebrew expressions in the way that people used to handle fragile pieces of

precious china. Tell me something about your family now."

1 told him that my father had died in 1943. [...].
[b] "Are you bored?'" he asked anxiously, and as he asked he flinched, as if he

had hurt himself in asking.
"No," I said. "' (3E) No, I'm not bored. I like it here."
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Michael asked whether I hadn't said that merely out of politeness. (4E) I
insisted. 1 (SE) begged him to tell me more about his father. I said that (6E) I
liked the way he talked.

[c] I said: "I can see right through you. I can read your mind. You're saying to
yourself: 'What's going to happen next? Where do we go from here?' Am I
right?"

Michael reddened suddenly like a child caught stealing sweets:

"I've never had a regular girlfriend before."

"Before?"

Thoughtfully Michael moved his empty cup. He looked at me. Deep down,
underneath his meekness, a suppressed sneer lurked in his eyes.

"Till now."”
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I said: (1E) "Michael, I can't invite you up to my room (2E) for a hot glass of tea,
because my landlord and his wife are religious people. When I took the room [
promised them not to entertain men there. And it's half past eleven now."

When I said 'men' we both smiled.

(3E) "I didn’t expect you to invite me up to your room now." Michael said.

I said: Michael Gonen, you're (4E) a perfect gentleman, and I'm (SE) grateful to
you for this evening. All of it. (6E) If you were to invite me to share another
evening like it with you, I don’t suppose I should refuse.’

He bent over me. Forcefully he gripped my left hand in his right. Then he kissed
my hand.
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[a] As we came out Michael said: "When people are contented and have nothing
to do, emotion spreads like a malignant tumor."

(1E) "What a trite remark" I said.

Michael said: (2E) "Look Hannah, art isn’t my subject. I'm just a humble
scientist, as they say."

I refused to relent: "That’s also trite."

Michael smiled: "Well?"

[b] Once I took one hand out and touched him under the chin. He was clean-
shaven today, not like the first time we had met, in Terra Sancta. I said he must
have shaved (3E) especially to please me.

Michael was embarrassed. He just happened, he lied, to have bought a new

razor that day. I laughed. He hesitated a moment, then decided to join in.

[c] When we passed the playground of Sarah Zeldin's kindergarten I told
Michael that I worked there. Was I a strict teacher? He imagined I was. What
made him think that? He didn’t know what to answer. (4E) Just like a child, 1
said, starting to say something and not knowing how to finish. Expressing an
opinion (5E) and not daring to defend it. A child.

Michael smiled.

[...].

Michael said: They're crying out in love. Did you know, Hannah, that cats are
most on heat in winter, in the coldest days? [...]. I always wanted to have one
but my father wouldn’t let me. I'm an only child. [...].(6E) I was afraid you'd
make fun of me talking like this. Let's go."

I said: "You must have been a very spoilt child."

"I was the hope of the family," Michael said. "I still am. My father and his four

sisters, they all bet on me as if [ was their racehorse and as if my university
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education was a steeple chase. What do you do in the morning in your
kindergarten, Hannah?

"What a funny question. I do exactly what any other kindergarten teacher does

[L..]"
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[a] December was the sixth month of my pregnancy. Michael took the
examinations for his first degree. He got an upper second. (1E) I was unmoved
by his success. Let him celebrate by himself and leave me alone. My husband
had already started studying for his second degree in October. In the evening,
when he came home tired, he would volunteer to go out to the grocer, the green
grocer, the chemist. On one occasion he absented himself on my account from
an important experiment, because I had asked him to go to the clinic for me and
collect the result of a test. That evening Michael broke his mental vow of
silence. He tried to explain to me that his life was not so easy these days, either.
1 shouldn’t imagine that he was living in a bed of roses, (2E) as it were.

"l didn’t imagine you were, Michael."

Then why did [ make him feel guilty?
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Did I make him feel guilty? He must realize that I couldn’t be romantic at a time
like this. I didn’t even have a maternity dress. Every day I wore my ordinary
clothes,

No, that wasn’t what he wanted of me. It wasn’t my beauty which he missed.
What he did ask, what he (3E) implored, was that I should stop being (4E) so
stiff and so hysterical.

[b] Indeed, during this time there was a kind of uneasy compromise between us.
We were like two fellow travelers consigned by fate to adjacent seats on a long
railway journey. Bound to show consideration for each other, to observe the
conventions of politeness, not to impose and not to intrude on each other, not to
presume on their acquaintance. To be courteous and considerate. To entertain
each other, perhaps, from time to time with pleasant, superficial chatter. Making
no demands. Even displaying restrained sympathy at times.

But outside the carriage window there stretches a flat and gloomy landscape. A
parched plain. Low scrub.

If I ask him to close a window, he is delighted to be of service. It was a kind of
wintery balance. Cautious and laborious, like going down a flight of steps

slippery from the rain. Oh, to be able to rest and rest and rest.

[c] I admit it: it was often I who upset the balance. Without Michael's firm grasp
I should have slipped and fallen. I deliberately sat for whole evenings in silence
as if I was alone in the house. If Michael asked me how I felt I would answer:
"What do you care?"

If he took offence and did not ask how I felt next morning I would snarl that he
didn’t ask because he didn’t care.

Once or twice, early in the winter, I embarrassed my husband by my tears. 1
called him a brute. I accused him of insensitivity and indifference. Michael
rebutted both charges mildly. He spoke calmly and patiently, as if it was he who
had given offence and I was to be placated. I resisted like a rebellious child. 1
hated him till a lump rose in my throat. [ wanted to shake him out of his calm.
Coolly and thoroughly Michael washed the floor, wrung out the cloth and dried
the floor twice. Then he asked me if I felt better. He warmed me some milk and

removed the skin which I hated. He apologized for making me angry, in my
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special condition. He asked me to explain to him what exactly he had done to
make me angry, so that he could avoid making the same mistake again. Then he
went out to fetch a can of paraffin.

In the last months of my pregnancy I felt ugly. [...].

[d] "Do you find me ugly, Michael?'"

(5E)""You 're very precious to me, Hannah."

"If you don’t find me ugly, why don’t you hold me?"

"Because if I do you’ll burst into tears and say that I'm just pretending. You ve
already forgotten what you said to me this morning. You told me not to touch

you. And so [ haven't.”
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After five days our new kitten went out and did not return. [...]. My conscience
was clear. I mention this because I was suspected of having done away with the
kitten. Could Michael really imagine that I was capable of poisoning a kitten? "I
realize," he said, "that I did wrong in deciding to keep a cat (1E) without
consulting you, as if I lived on my own. Please try to understand me: I only
wanted to make the boy happy. And when [ was a child I longed to have a cat, but
my father wouldn’t let me."

"I never touched him, Michael, You've got to believe me. I won't even object if you
bring another kitten home. I never touched him."

"l suppose he just went up to heaven in a fiery chariot." Michael smiled a dry
smile. "Let's not talk about it any more. I'm only sorry for the boy, though; he was
very much attached to snowy. But let's drop the subject. Must we quarrel over a
little kitten?"

"There's no quarrel," I said.

"No quarrel, and no kitten." Again Michael smiled his dry smile.
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I asked Michael what the city of Danzig looked like. Michael replied with a smile,
as if the only reply I had expected from him was his smile. This time I repeated the

-57 -



question. And so, because I had asked twice, he was forced to admit that he was
(1E) astonished by my question.

(2E) "Why on earth do you want to know what Danzig looks like? And how do you
expect me to know? After supper I'll look it up for you in the Encyclopedia
Hebraica — no, I can't do that, because they haven'’t got to 'D' yet. By the way, if
you're keen on travelling abroad some time (3E) I advise you to cut down on your
spending, and not throw away your new dresses when you're only had them a few
weeks. (4E) What happened to that grey skirt we bought together at Maayan
Stub's at Succot?"

And so I could discover nothing from Michael about the city of Danzig. After
supper, when we were drying the dishes, I spoke to him mockingly. I said he had
only pretended to be collecting stamps for the child's sake, that in fact the child
was just an excuse for his own infantile desire to play with stamps like a baby. 1
wanted to defeat my husband in one small argument.

Michael denied me even this meager satisfaction. He is not easily offended. He did
not interrupt my stream of provocations, because it is wrong to break in when
someone else is talking. He went on carefully drying the china plate he was
holding. He stood on tiptoe to put the clean plate back in its place, in the
cupboard over the sink. Then, without turning his head, he said that there was
nothing new in what I had said. You didn’t need to know much about psychology
to know that even grown-ups like to play occasionally. He was collecting stamps
for Yair in exactly the same way that I cut paper figures out of the magazines for
him, even though they didn’t interest the child in the least. So what point could 1

see in poking fun at his sentiment?

TP1AYT DY DRI TXA QPRI D 7RI LTIT DW ANORWY 213702 DR DW 1IN0 Sw NWRAT apPna

W DXYIN AT AN AR 191N 2V 12T AW aXYYAT NTRN0 2WA D230 7N D 02

(4) pna ominwy Sywn newh XN (1E) astonished ~Xn2 wiw 7w HRa°n .1 :m20

IRINTN DX WKW N 72T DY L, 990 TIT2 ,37nN IR OARODD van opnwy Son

D217 DR AP0 PR .2 . pna DD NYanwna A N 127 MIRNWT DYnwn astonished

7297 ARD 30aa° 1rpenw L(2E) avRwn awh (Why on earth "whann phnd) on earth

-58 -



2% .70 2w ANDRWY 721302 210°2% R PRI DU IRt IR MRy 91,500 Mwnanamn
QPR N3 I 9w INPRYY 721302 213002 ¥0an PROMW NO23MT TRaTNT pna 2apn TR
IN2IN7 ARNWAL TNORY OV 7000 NP2 300 AW 111001 L7309 0avha T DY N 71Ta

MPPa NpmAT

PR 92APN% 73T 720 VP R L(3E) TMIREITA NONOAY 1IN Wpan YR WK L1090 NN
NAXM MDY TPON .AWPa R ID°PY N7 NWD IR AVET X7 WO 2077 1w :(8)

ANWPA2 N0 WK TN 2w 0w MTI DY QPRI I 1T YD Jwpan

TIN DR OMT VAR RO AD°PYI N7 NAWD X (4E) AORW 7an2 20%n HRIM 190 MR TN
"W ,MPAY ARNWTA AR T2 QPRI DR D237 39XWD NRPRNT YA DA% AN by
QPRI 12-5Y .17WDD T2 N9 TIPRY TR RO ROR TORWD NAXIM IR (9) 7772pnn nyveapn

PR AR NP 217 QBN TN D ArhR T 9y

-59 -



'2 2927 99V :(97-93 "»Y) Mpn 'R 5.8

SYTA NP NMRA AIWRIY 00191 HROM

MNP N L[] VT DY 009503 TN PWNTT 1IND DN 02 2R 1 oxow 2ova (1) [X]
DWW D203 PDN0YY INN-MDLI YYD KITY IV 7D NI AN ONIW U832 e (2)
W TNWI 7ONY (1YY 90 21V )7 DX DO01IN DOVDWY Y103 ONIDW ATVT 03 .0°50)
SPUYT WAYT N0 AN N 02272 (3) 0087900 20737 D0Ow)

DWANWHY DI D92 DOWHANWHT) MIDOT 1 DPWTNT DOWIN TITI W 722 HINI INDW
VTP OUPNY OV L MWN 70,02 9% (5) anvID nmanT 00 2w SN A0 (4) ,NIND N D093
MY Sn0n KT T ALY DTN W2 W0 D0 TR 00 BRI 10T 2130 8D 20w 227
2023 vOwy 771 T 2 170 KT (6)

273y A8 DTN 20K (8) AW TRAT 9V 7TIN-NT°0K 91N 23 98 9120 08T (7)

DIDINPHT SWINDY MXPHT WINT nop nTay (10) 70 pyps oypn AN 8T PN 1920 (9)
120K NYTY 252 Down DTN 11577 B9 o8 (12) 7007 7N 18T (11) .00mo7
JTMTIO NN

19D D109 PV N GANWTY TIT DT 30 % JNIT NI Sw 798 1727 (13)
320V 20w 921, WNIT

2NDMMINDNT NIT T MWD 27972 % 13072 P83 0°30° 08T (14)

DVTY 0TI DN 09I o 073 DN 9N 27 o8 (16) 0% 922075 10w 87,1030 (15) L[]
P2PpW DY NPT ATIN-D0 PV -7y 2 7an 8y 27 a1 (18) [..] (17)
oW 7Y NIy T2 0w 2N (20) 0% 2vwd 7 DT by ropn X7 (19) L
I3 v

" TAW-ND00 NPNT W T SWrNT IN JTIT-N P07 00 980" 2o (21)

DOIN2ND IV T2 PONT? 1D WP D-0V-98 JTND WMN DIXWH O 7IVT 00 1% 980w (22)
VW T00 07 ROTRAY 2T TN XN 0N (23) L79-02 2w 2WIN MIN T TN 9277
D @2 03 07N, N VDY DIND 0072 INIW) INTIVHI SNIN TIND INIW T

LINP2 09T 01D TANI M2 NPTAWT ANT NN TN NN Ty (24)

NIW DX 2237 98 (25)

INTIAY DRt PRI DR anhnn man [2]
70 MONY NONE I8 (27) NDINNT TTIVHT 2D-5Y N 1077773 5Y2 7T 95720 2078 (26)
(29) .npaynw» 38 DN ,°N02Y N2 ONT XL 7 N7 (28) L7307 2927 IWWNTY NI 2w

ST NN DT N2 TNY NI DYDT

- 60 -



B ooowy (32) . 1w v N2 37 a8 (31) nopynwy 2r8y (30) novy XD NI KD
70927 95 (34) 782 Y2370 72 9IND £°9200% £°727 220,77 Y7 708 (33) . 7072077 NN ynw®
D3 PIYDY M3 VITT O

YD Y WYW DD PMDI N P2 9N OT-92 NN Y172 982 0N 10N 009 naaNed (35)
L] 00T 207 BN TP T9P0 MNNY2

DN 232 7% NN 2100 98 TN YIow? 317 07" (36) NION TTIVHT 1D NINYI
D 2WN,TANYITY W2 PRIV N o a8 (36) .22 7T Y2277 nananT w2 79w
"IND N TINY DDINT 78732

JNDID N 0202 WO WK AN GUDD) qubs DINW T NNA% W ND0IY TN I

JRT PID0T NN IWNT NN NN 1V 20T N TN N7

72102 (1) 2117 707 DR PIAR RIT T .00IDNAW PWRIT 1IARA DR 7302 WTRR PR [X]
IN2°N3 PIAD TPV IRANA 12 DRI RITW 722 22107 M7 DR DPIAN ,NRT IR R 00,730
07 7°727 90 (4) AW 57270 ANRAD DX WIDn 9RO IR L(2) mHY 2020 WK Pty wah
2Y 737 °192 HXIND K17 NN QPRT PROXIVID WINAT NIV NAYP 21T 11T DY 01K Nnaa
XITW DWR ,72°N22 WA DIRD PPN NIV PINT ¥ OORA X INLRINT L(5) rmhaan
3197 PN 2V ARV PVIRT DR PR X NV 72 X 190 207 TR DPNN90 7200w 70
M2 PR M2 17 RY 12RW VAW INPXINAD DOV 72902 NIVORD VW 122300
NR 007 X177 .730 5w 22007 0T DR PIAn K17 72 730 DR [nwS nIn 5y DOnR A7 700 ,1°102
N0 Y2 0o 91 (6) 222 Wan DR TI0N RIT IWRI 2V ORIV PINT DY A0N DR 1127

B aiiria

M1 .27 AR 1121 WD KD IR RITW DRI X7 721 (8)-(7) A9RW 9RDMY 730%n 71 7202
DX NTTIRY TN NT°0K) 719 077 MR XYW 021277 W RO 10091 ADPY 70200 1 A9RY wnh
PATA WK (U1N) 727 M0t M9 Wwa ,WRA (07720 "IW3a nyanwa 1 movpy .(NTay
AWSAT T MO L(8) mRRWA Hw 1w Apbna A AR2A Ayana MoTva 1w Jvarh aawn
W2 9RDM W AT PIT DR NPIR RO ANYRW APKY 20 YRAW an P17 RT N

YL OWINT DR JPNY 2 Wnw 21wn) PR YW PMwan? NnooR araon R .1 00007

-61 -



13 1R DR 712 WITPAW T2 DY 77N NOR RO AweATA K257 .2 (12 11307 731007 120K 0w

ANTI2Y DR N2TIR ROTW 02

DR P27 X7 19w (9) N2V IR D220 TPRY T2 9V 79 MR XIAW 7302 207 DR 721302
WYNY IR LT W 2100 M DR PIAN K1 ATIROY X1 9K 11272 .(12)-(10) 797 miavon
ANTIAY DR 7722°7 39 2790w I W 2TIPA 9727 DR YANWRI M0 RIIW 101 POV OMRN
NN AW AN RO 1772 WAD ORI KW 1I2TW NIDON 730 WK DR HROTIND W 137
aMwnn L(14) 100Y% nYAIn aORW 9RO axn X0 L(13) MR 720590 Mana cham

DR W 21ma I DR PIAY 791 PRMA

L,(16) Y752 73m SW SN R 1872 N2WN DR 702 IR (15) oKX 5y man% 20wa 10m PR
XN ROX LIMR NIXTH 718 DY AR DLINIR KT IPI0OV 710 O IMSNIVNT 0 XTI 7O
TIN% 22w RIT 191 MRD AT POR TOWW PN NPRMR DR XTI TwRY DR KT DYTY
XI7 .70 SW 2vm M7 DR NpImn a9°pna Inwn L(17) MR 22-nmwna anoRw by
X177 12w ¥IXPHA 7707 X1T W2 N0 N7 Muionn (20)-(18) myeap 990n2 17205 DX 070N
TIN LT V2972 01K NAN NN WR XY AP0 1IMT DR PIAY 703N K17 IR MYap pow
XONMII2 TANINIW PR TNX 12 PRY 12 779721 721021 PRI YW ONRYT PIIT 000 DR 1M
PITT PROXIVID WA 201 VT PIAT DR NP RO 70 .(21) 2222 1K1 DR N9 WK 17
n2Na% D0 APPY MDA 73mA Wpan R .(22) 78D N DTHWY I TIVT 03 TOXN DRI WK
MW DIWR WI2P INWRA2 PNLT TN 2w S0wn T DY PRI AXN1 .(23) Tay ar? P
2¥2 anYn Ywa nMyawn 12p oA N (+Weight of Imposition) [T 772377 N7
WRD N2 PIPAT 21T INT DR NPT 7Y 2vna Nwpa? n2vwn man L(-Distance) WK
NR Y727 9RM IWRD PP DROZIND WK 1201 (24) NRT AWYN M D200 TR DY XN

(25) inmaw

-62 -



TN 21N T DR PR RYT 7D .(26) MO-71IR) MI20TRA INTIAY DY 70D 0201 DR [2]
SAPAT VIR DR NPTAN ANTIAY DIPHA T2 AMININT L(27) NPV MORY PRMD I8
NWPIAN I T2 MITY OMT L0207 0027 WRwnR DRMY AWOR? 1791 PNIPRYY NIMXN AR A0
TMOWH 211 21 PRIV RITI TI02 MITCIVAT RIT O3 PADN DRI LY W 02100 0T DR P
MyY°2p 190m2 NNMD 730 72102 02100 70T DX IR X 72 .(28) nnnynwn ARY X710
DW1A ATOP2 MM DR TN NIEA AR ORI KW O2PAT 1MINCT DR MIYARR 192 Mpinng
MARYNWA PR R D TIAKR2 DR DW YT DR I X0 :(29) DRM AYoa0n v nx
X7 .(31) 737 7y MR P07 AXIN ROW NIRRT IWRD 72170 MINIYNT 01 R0 .(30)
RO IWRD ANRAMAD PNV PIAT DR 77923 1R ,(32) 77201 R 12w PINT DY ORMY RN
RO WRD NOHOM RPN DRIM? NP9 R AR T .(33) 112072 NIRRT TR P17 NIon
WM N3°1 2PN VYT DR NPIAn W 71 (34) 1Uavm wIma 70 12 pO0W YTNnWw NINEn

(35) 1772 770 DR PR RIT AWK L,ORIM HW IN2™N2 PN DROXIVID

.(36) W2 MIA0 DX 7N WRI L1902 DT 17 ROANAY TININAW 0 9 NANA TN 7T729R00 DNRY2
TWYRY ROIW DWW PRIWAT? NPNDIR 130N ROW DWR YR DWW 1IMT DR NP X D
WP — AN NWRAn RO IWRD PN DR 77023 X0 .00 o7 19 aphnw axnnan DY nonn

.(36) MR NAXY PIRA? PR — 030 7°PY 012 NN0NIT

'a @27 39795 :(105-101 "»¥) 2yn '2 5.8

[a] My husband Michael Gonen dedicated his first article in a scientific journal to
me. [...]. I read the article and congratulated Michael on it: I liked the way he
avoided the use of adjectives and adverbs and concentrated instead on nouns and
verbs. I also liked his avoidance of long periods. He had expressed himself
throughout in short concise sentences. (1E) I admired his dry and factual style.

Michael seized on the word 'dry'. Like most people who have no interest in
language and who use words in the same way that they use air or water, Michael
supposed that I had used the words in an adverse sense. He was sorry, he said,

that he wasn’t a poet, that he couldn’t dedicate a poem to me instead of a dry
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piece of research. Everyone does what he is capable of. "I know — (2E) what a
trite sentiment."

"Michael, do you imagine that I'm not grateful to you for the dedication, or that [
don’t appreciate the article?"

"Well, I don’t blame you. The article is intended for specialists in geology and the
related subjects. Geology isn’t history. It's possible to be perfectly well-educated
and cultured without knowing the basic rudiments of geology."”

Michael's words pained me, because I had been trying to find a way of sharing in
his joy, and unintentionally I had offended him. "Can you possibly explain to me
in simple words what geomorphology is all about?"

[...]. "Yes, I'm willing to explain it to you, provided you really want to know, and
aren’t asking just to please me. [...]. There is a very slender dividing-line between
a scientific description and a fairy tale. Far more slender than is usually believed.
I make every effort to avoid crossing this line. Perhaps that is why my article
creates a (3E) rather dry impression."

"Michael," I said, "l ought to try to clear up a misunderstanding. When I used the
word 'dry' I was using it as a term of praise."

"It makes me very happy to hear you say so, although I find it hard to believe that
we both mean the same thing by the word 'dry". We are two such very different
people. If you can spare me a few hours some day, I shall be happy to show you
over my laboratory, and you can attend one of my lectures. Then I'll be able to
explain everything rather more simply, and perhaps a little less drily."
"Tomorrow," I said. And as I said the word I tried to select one of my prettiest

smiles. "I shall be delighted," said Michael.

[b] My husband was clear and polite as he showed me round the geological
laboratories. I asked him questions so as to give him the chance to explain. He
repeatedly enquired whether I was tired or bored. This time I was very careful in
my choice of words.

"No, Michael," I said, "I'm not tired or bored. I want to see lots more. I enjoy
listening to your explanations. (4E) You have a flair for explaining complicated
things in a very clear and precise way. I find everything you are saying utterly

new and (5E) fascinating."
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When I said this Michael took my hand between his own and held it there for a
moment, just as he had done once when we came out of Café Atara into the rainy
street. [...].

As we left the laboratory I said:

"I wish I could convince you that when I said the word 'dry’ at home I was using it
in a favorable sense. If you invite me to come and hear you lecture I'll sit at the
back of the room and be very proud."

That was not enough. I longed to go home with him so that I could stroke and
stroke his hair. I racked my brain for some glowing compliment which would

bring the reticent glimmer, the beam of satisfaction, back into his eyes.
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[...] I've never thought of myself as outstandingly brilliant. You know that. I'm not
a genius or whatever my father supposes or said he supposed. I'm nothing special,
Hannah, but (1E) you must try as hard as you can to love Yair. It will be better for
you, too, if you do. No, I'm not suggesting that you neglect the child. Nonsense.
But I have the feeling that you're not wild about him. (2E) One's got to be wild,
Hannah. Sometimes (3E) one even has to lose all sense of proportion. (4E) What
I'm trying to say is (SE) 1'd like you to start... I don’t know quite how to explain
this sort of sentiment. Let's forget it. Once, years ago, you and I were sitting in

some cafe, and I looked at you and I looked at myself and I said to myself, I'm not
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cut out to be a dream-prince or a knight on horseback, as they say. You're pretty,

Hannah. You're very pretty.
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"Michael" I meant to say with a tender smile. But the name came hurtling out of
my throat with a sob.

"Yair. Hannah. Good evening to you both. It's good to see you looking well. I'm
back.

"You're ill." I raised my voice as if I was reprimanding him.

[...].

"I said slightly. There’s no need to shout, Hannah. You can see that I'm walking,
talking and breathing. Only slightly ill. Some sort of stomach- poisoning,
apparently.” (1E) "It was just the shock, Michael. I'll stop at once. I've stopped.
There. No tears. I've got over it. I've missed you . When you left I was ill and (2E)
bad tempered. I'm not ill now, and I'll (3E) try to be (4E) nicer to you. I want you.
You get washed and meanwhile I'll put Yair to bed. I'll make you a supper fit for a
king. With a white table-cloth. A bottle of wine. And that’s just to begin with.

There, how silly of me; I've spoilt the surprise."
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Once I proposed playing a game: each of us was to tell every thing about his
first love.

Michael refused to understand: I was his first and last love.

1 tried to explain: You must have been a child once. A young man. You read
novels. There were girls in your class. Talk. Tell me. Have you lost your
memory and all your feelings? Speak. Say something. (1E) You never say
anything. Stop keeping quiet, stop ticking on from day to day like an alarm-
clock and stop driving me mad.

Finally a forced understanding dawned in Michael's eyes. He started
describing in carefully-chosen words, without using adjectives, a long-
forgotten summer-camp at kibbutz Ein Harod. |...].

It was a dismal story. [...].

"Tell me something, Michael," I said, not troubling to hide my disgust.(2E)
"What on earth do you think you 're living for?"

Michael did not answer immediately. He considered the question.
Meanwhile he collected some crumbs on the table and piled them into a
heap in front of him. Finally he declared: Your question is meaningless.
People don't live for anything. They live, full stop."”

"Michael Ganz, you will die as you were born, (3E) an utter nonentity. Full
stop."

"Everybody has strong and weak points. You (4E) would probably call that a
trite remark. You'd be right. But trite isn’t the opposite of true. 'Two twos
are four'is a trite remark, but nevertheless..."

"Nevertheless Michael, trite is the opposite of true and one of these days 1|
shall go mad just like Duba Glick and it'll be your fault, Doctor goofy
Ganz."

"Calm down Hannah," Michael said.
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Abstract

This work examines through pragmatic analysis the speech patterns constructing face
in the discourse of Hannah and Michael, the protagonists in the novel My Michael by
Amos Oz (1968), and compares it to the speech patterns constructing face in the
discourse in the English translation by Nicholas de Lange (1972). The underlying
hypothesis which calls for this comparison states that face is a key element in the
discourse of Hannah and Michael and so, it is assumed that in order to transfer the
overall meaning as conveyed in the discourse in the source, politeness related
components in the target language should carry similar functions to those presented in
the source language. In that respect, differences between the source language and the
target language are potentially harmful as to understanding the complex relationship

between the two main characters as reflected in the novel.

I conducted pragmatic analyses of 11 segments of dialogs between Hannah and
Michael and their 11 English counterparts and later compared the findings while
focusing on the differences that were found. Each analysis was carried out in terms of
face and politeness theories as suggested and defined by Penelope Brown & Stephen
C. Levinson (1987), and Ron Scollon & Suzanne Wong Scollon (1995) and focused
on the linguistic means which constructed face in the discourse. Finally I related to
whether the differences that were found have any implications for the characterization
of Hannah and Michael and for the overall impression concerning the couple's
relationship. A close comparison between the 11 segments and their translation
counterparts reveals a few differences, some of which are indeed significant but by
most accounts they don’t constitute a substantial alteration in comparison to the

source.
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